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Bodensteiner, Stith Debate Abortion Issue
ing abortion to be a fundamental exclusory, just as slavery was. Bodensteiner that the state should
right and shift in favor of a sub- Stith rhetorically asked what hap- be more involved and concerned
stantial and compelling state pens when ideals come into con- with supporting children who are
Professors
Ivan
interest standard was wrong.
flict with exclusions. His answer already born, Stith nevertheless
Bodensteiner said that he was that society either ignores the stated that there can be no doubt
Bodensteiner and Richard Stith
engaged in a debate on abortion
was afraid that the Casey decision problem, eliminates the ideal, or that an unborn child is fully
Tuesday afternoon, February 23
would adversely affect poorer expands upon he ideal by elimi- human; it has all the characterisin Tabor Auditorium. The event
women because restrictions such nating the exclusion.
tics of a living human being,
was co-sponsored by Coalition
as waiting periods would subject
Stith was critical of the including the ability to grow and
~r Choice and Jus Vitae.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~them to job insecurity,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~devel~.
The debate, moderated
harassment and oth
Following each profesDean Gaffney before
sor's opening presentation,
than two hundred student
there was an exchange of
focused on whether the 1
questions and rebuttals.
Supreme Court case, Casey
Bodensteiner reiterated
Planned Parenthood was
that improving the quality
rectly decided.
of life for women and chilGaffney set the
dren was better than taking
for the debate when introduc
away constitutional rights.
Stith said that women gening the two law professors
saying that "great issues
lly support a "pro-life"
the day should be disco
position more than men
thoughtfully, thoroughly
because women are closer
civilly."
to the unborn, they sympaBodensteiner pro
thize with the oppressed
class of unborn children
ceeded first. He stated tha
he agreed with the decision'
because they, as women,
ruling that recognized 14
were an oppressed class,
Amendment due process con
starts showing more con
too, and because abortion
siderations in abortion
nstezner cern for actual life,
t=====::::==~
is used as a sexually
to fetal viability. He also saidL--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--'as implementing m
aggressive tool by men to
that he was pleased that the Court Court's position on stare decisis. welfare benefits, improved access Casey decision because, although exploit women.
aJso recognized that substantive Bodensteiner said that the Court to affordable health care, and sup- the Court recognized the humaniEach professor summaty of the unborn child, it chose to rized his position prior to taking
due process was applicable for the shouJd have just upheld Roe on its port of already born children.
cnoice of abon.ion. Bodensteiner merits, but he surmised that the
Stith then gave his intro- uphold the Roe decision based questions from the audience.
was
also
elated
that Court's holding was one of expe- ductory presentation. He related solely on precedent. This was Gaffney controlled this question
Pennsylvania's spousal notifica- diency in order to attain a majori- an account of a story about choosing to ignore the problem of and answer period. A reception
in the atrium followed the debate.
tion statute was struck down by ty. Bodensteiner also iterated that America. Analogizing abortion to abortion, according to Stith.
Agreeing
with
the Court. He concluded that the Court's abandonment of hold- slavery, Stith said that abortion is
By Jennifer Freeman
Executive Editor

because of the results of last
year's presidential elections, Roe
v. Wade will be safe from further
dismantling.
On the other hand,
Bodensteiner expressed disappointment over the fact that
Justice O'Connor, writing for the
five-person majority, justified the

Inside T·lle f . orunz

Law School Holds
Gromley Memorial
By Jennifer Freeman
Executive Editor

Wisdonz of the Ages

"To tax the community for the
advantage of a
class is not protection: it's plunder."
-Benjamin Disraeli

"The trouble with
the modern world
is that stupidity
has begun to
think."
-Jean Cocteau

There wasn't an empty
seat in the Tabor Auditorium on
the afternoon of Wednesday,
February 3. Faculty, staff, students, alumni, family, and friends
of Professor Charles R. Gromley
packed the auditorium to honor
the memory of an extraordinary
professor, colleague, husband,
father, and perhaps most importantly, friend.
After the invocation by
David Kehret, Associate Pastor
and Associate Dean of the
Chapel, poignant reflections on
the life of Gromley were delivered. University President Dr.
Alan Harre spoke first, likening
Gromley's love of his work and
students to the Rule Against
Perpetuities, emphasizing that
Gromley's feelings for his students would go on forever, but
would not violate the rule that
proved to be so frustrating for
students.
Next to speak was
Gromley's "next door neighbor"
in the law school, Professor Jack
Hiller. Hiller commented that,
having the office next to
Gromley's, he was aware of the
dedication that Gromley had to
his students. Hiller recalled that

Gromley had a way of making
the student feel at home in his
office, even if he couldn't quite
recall that student's name; he
would say, ''remind me of your
name ... " which instantly made
the student feel welcome.
Next to speak was
Professor Rosalie Levinson, to
whom Gromley had been teacher,
mentor, and colleague for twentytwo years. She relayed a touching anecdote about Gromley, and
after she finished her reflection,
the emotion that she obviously
felt for him moved many in the
audience to tears.
Alan
Morrisson, Chairman of the
Board of Visitors and a graduate
of the law school, followed
Levinson. Morrisson ' s statement
that Gromley was the "nicest man
I've ever known - period," accurately summed up the sentiment
of the congregation.
Emeritus
Professor
Louis Bartelt spoke of Gromley' s
laconic nature at faculty meetings
and of his legendary teaching
skills. Bartelt pronounced, "He
was a gentleman."
Graduate, adjunct professor, and secretary of the
Alumni Association David
Hollenbeck commented on the
statistic that there are 2,500

See Gromley, p. 11

Russian Tells Of The Legal
Changes In His Native Land
By Mike Thompson
Managing Editor
Russian land reform,
constitutional change, and current
events dominated the lecture and
discussion on February 2nd when
Veniamin Chirkin, Deputy
Director at the Institute for State
and Law in Moscow spoke to
members of the law school community. Chirkin delighted his

photo by Paul Richards

audience for over an hour as he
discussed the rapidly changing
political and legal environment in
the former Soviet Union.
Since the unsuccessful

coup attempt and the subsequent
fall of the Soviet Union, rapid
and disorienting changes have
occurred throughout the fonner
Soviet empire. Chirkin noted
that just since last year, over 200
amendments have been added to
their Constitution. These amendments have brought changes to
private and political institutions,
the legal system, and the economy.
Among the most drastic
changes has been the move
toward privatization. According
to Chirkin, over 32,000 stateowned enterprises have been sold
to private citizens and foreigners.
Although non-Russian citizens
can purchase property such as
factories, shops and banks, the
land on which the buildings rest
cannot be owned by foreigners.
Private
initiatives,
though once forbidden. are now
encouraged. Such a dramatic
about-face from the long-held
Communist belief has led to disorientation among the Russian
people. The resulting change in
the social structure has understandably been significant.
For example, Chirkin
pointed out, just a few years ago
labor strikes were forbidden.
Now they are occurring with

See Chirkin, Page 11
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Chirken, From Previous Page
increasing frequency. Interestingly enough,
One of the biggest changes since the
school teachers often strike successfully, but coup. according to Chirkin, has been the
college professors do not. The reason, restructuring of the Russian legal system.
according to Chirkin, is that when school Judges, who used to be elected for a term o
teachers strike, the children have no place to five years, are now elected for life. These
go, so they stay home. The parents then judges preside over courtrooms which are
bring pressure upon the authorities to resolve only now seeing the introduction of the jury
the labor dispute. ''When professors strike," system. The courts are also headed by jussaid Chirkin, "nobody cares."
tices of the peace who adjudicate minor
The Russian Constitution proclaims offenses.
a "state of the entire people." As such, conThe changes in the legal system are
sideration of one class of citizens over anoth- being watched carefully, but with a certain
er is forbidden. This is a far cry from just a amount of skepticism, observed Chirkin, sayfew years ago when only the elite of the ing, "We expect a new constitution next
Communist party were able to enjoy the full year."
fruits of the Soviet system. Now, with twenChirkin stopped at Valparaiso
ty-five political parties registered with the University as part of a nation-wide tour o
Ministry of Justice, Communists are prohib- law schools. This was not his first visit to
ited from holding office beyond the local VUSL. Three years ago he spoke at the law
school on the topic of changes in property
level.
law in the Soviet Union.

The deadline for the next issue of The Forutn is Thursday,
March 25th, @ 5:00 p.m. No exceptions! Letters to the Editor
\1U T be limited to 400 words. They will not be printed if they
are any longer. All other columns and articles MU T first be
approved by the Editor. If they are not, they will not be printed either. All materials MUST be submitted on computer
diskette. Tlze Forutn has diskettes on reserve at the Law
Library Reserve Desk. Submit all diskettes to Locker #78 or
Roon1 202 . Heritage Hall. The April 6, 1993 issue will be the
last issue done by the current editorial board. (Cheer, if you so
desire)

Career Services Corner
By Gail Peshel
Consider your cover letter an
integral part of your application for a
position. because employers are looking
more closely at the content of cover letters than they did in the past. Certainly a
typographical error can eliminate your
application from consideration, but other
errors can eliminate you from contention
as well. Skip Sturman described several
of the more common errors in his January
7, 1993 National Business Employment
Weekly article, "Is Your Cover Letter
Bound for Rejection?"
Inappropriate Salutation. In
addition to "Dear Sirs," other generic
salutations such as "Dear Sir or Madam,"
"Dear Hiring Partner," ''Dear Hiring
Committee," "Dear Smith & Jones," and
"Dear Gentlepersons" are not advisable.
Identifying and using the name of the
person in charge of hiring (with the name
spelled correctly) is optimal. Never use
"Dear Sirs".
Geographical preference.
Legal employers are generally interested
in candidates with ties to the area, and it
is advantageous to inform your reader of
these ties. However, remember that the
reader is primarily interested in why you
would be a good candidate for their available position. Therefore limit your reference to geographic preference to one sentence, and don't convey the notion that
your leisure agenda is driving your geo-

From The Dean's Desk
By Edward McGlynn Gaffney, Jr.
Back in 1990 when I
was thinking about whether I
should accept the position as
Dean at this law school, I reflected that the origin of the term
"dean" is the Greek word for servant, dialconos. It is certain that
the Valpo style of communal governance by the faculty (broadly
defined to include student representatives) requires the incumbents of my office (people like
Ivan Bodensteiner, AI Meyer, and
Charles Ehren) to behave not like
imperial potentates, but as trusted
leaders carrying out, implementing the chosen goals of the community.
One of the best things
about this law school is the high
value that we place on service.
My door and the doors of my colleagues in administration are
open to serve the needs of the students. Think about that. People
paid to serve you. From the
admissions office to the career
services office, from the registrar's office to the financial services counselor, what we do for a
living is serve you. It is, of
course, true that we can always
try to serve you better, as many of
you make clear to me from time
to time. But before the cynic
within starts wondering what
have we done for you lately, think
about what's in this model of
vocation for you. It may be that
what we're trying to do for you,
however we are "rated" in our
performance by you, is to offer
you a model of who you can
become: servants of others. For
that is what lawyers at their finest

are.
That's true of the faculty

as well. I might add, perhaps all
the more so are the faculty your
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servants because there is nothing
more noble in my experience than
the opportunity to serve students
by challenging them to learn to
the very best of their ability.
Once again, before you leap for a
teacher evaluation form to judge
us, think for a moment about the
commitment to you that is implicit in the lives (and salaries, if you
want to talk about "comparative
worth") of my colleagues on the
faculty. What's in it for you that
Charlie Gromley and all of my
colleagues live our lives for you,
to the best of our abilities? Not
just some abstract appreciation
for the Law with a capital L. But
a desire to give you the ability to
think and reason well with the
tools of the law so that you will
be enabled to serve others, your
clients, with competence and
compassion.
The open door policy
that governs here is one way of
reflecting this commitment. It is
not meant to eliminate your own
efforts to grasp the meaning of
the law. or to foster the illusion
that real learning occurs when
teaching is confused with spoonfeeding. But is simply a way of
saying that we are here for you.
Not 24 hours a day 7 days a
week, any more than you study
the law that intensely yourselves.
For one thing, you must understand that we are a community of
scholars whose vocation demands
that we take seriously the task of
reflecting about the law and writing about it to enhance deeper
understanding of the law and to
foster its change and development.
I return now to the idea
of service. One of the proud hallmarks that distinguishes Valpo as
a law school is that we think so
highly of service that we demand

it of all who graduate with a
Valpo law degree. Many of you
who enroll in the clinical program
get close supervision as you learn
to serve others. But before you
graduate from here, all of you
will serve people with real legal
needs of one sort or another, even
though these people cannot afford
to pay you a fee. The pro bono
requirement is not a bureaucratic
burden or a hoop you have to
jump through. It is our way of
teaching you to learn about
lawyers as servants by doing it, to
become what you are, people who
have been served so that you can
serve others.
Finally, I am proud that
our law school puts some of our
money where our mouth is.
Through the efforts of the Equal
Justice Alliance we now have a
program to award Public Service
Grants in the amount of $6,000 to
graduating 3L's who line up a job
in relatively low-paying public
interest jobs for at least two years.
We have fully endowed one such
grant in perpetuity. Another is
funded through our financial aid
budget. A third is on the way,
thanks to you, the students, who
voted overwhelmingly last year to
set aside $10 of your student fees
per student per semester to fund
this program. I applaud your selfless generosity, which occurred
long before Bill Clinton started
describing taxes as a "contribution." And I encourage 3L's to
consider applying for this grant,
and all of you to get with the program of service to others. That's
what lawyers do for a living. And
let me tell you a secret that
doesn't come out in lawyer jokes.
When we do that, as Francis Ford
Coppola would say, "it's a wonderful life."

graphic choice.
Restating your resume. Don't
restate the information you list on your
resume in your cover letter, and don't
give a detailed account of your prior
experience and education. Instead,
expand upon education and experience
that will be of interest to your reader by
listing a few pertinent courses, or
explaining a relevant assignment or job in
greater detail. The length of your cover
letter is always a consideration, so these
descriptions should be condensed to two
or three sentences. Gear information
specifically to the employer to which you
are applying.
Obviously word processed. As
Mr. Sturman states, "Eagle-eyed cover
letter reviewers have grown accustomed
to ... the slap-dash, one-size-fits-all
model with generic text." Gear the information you are providing specifically to
the employer to which you are applying.
(Have I said this before?) Only use the
same letter for homogeneous employers
- firms that do the same kind of work,
are of the same approximate size, and are
located in the same community.
A void gobbledygook. Each
sentence should be easily understood.
Clarity is important.
By following these guidelines,
your application will be better received,
and more closely reviewed. Please stop
by Career Services and see me for help
with cover letters.
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The Right Side
though. That such a group,
devoid of honor and integrity,
would maliciously slander me in
There was a battle waged public is reprehensible, especially
inside the walls of our law school for people who are planning to be
last month. This battle was part lawyers.
These radicals have not parof a larger war, a cultural war,
that is being fought right now ticipated in the operations of The
Forum this year. For the most
throughout our country.
This newspaper, who controls part, they have not even had the
it and how, was the objective of courage of their convictions to
this battle. Those of us who express their own viewpoints.
believe in values such as hard Nevertheless, as is typical of the
work and advancement based on lunatic left, they try to subvert an
merit were pitted as combatants institution in a cowardly fashion.
against those who have no values On the other side, The Forum ~
except for their overwhelming published every article that was
high opinion of themselves. This submitted to it this year, except
small group of radical, leftist stu- for one redundant organizational
dents decided that The Forum announcement. Many of these
was "too conservative" and that articles were contrary to my own
the conservatives had to be "shut political philosophy or contained
personal attacks on my character.
up."
Despite the absurdity of their But they were all printed, as was
position, they decided to try and all material submitted by a politisubvert the independence of The cally diverse Forum staff.
The charges of these elitist.
Forum by having the SBA select
future editors-in-chief, effectively cultural barbarians are unfoundplacing the editor and editorial ed; but their motivation is quite
policy under SBA control. Like clear, they wish to censor all
all other student organizations, political views with which they
The Forum has always conducted disagree. Make no mistake, the
its own affairs responsibly and reason why this battle started this
year and not a year or ten years
free from SBA interference.
Even though The Forum is ago is because for the frrst time,
technically a committee of SBA, conservatives have dared to raise
it has always functioned as an their voices and express their
independent organization (as a viewpoints at this law school.
newspaper should.) The student The radical leftists can not stand
handbook even lists The Forum this. Hence, the attacks on The
as a separate organization. The Forum and its several conservaForum extends membership to all tive staffers.
law students who wish to write or
This brings me to another
work on it; no journalistic experi- point. I find it incredulous when
ence is required. The mission of on occasion I hear a radical
The Forum, as with all newspa- lunatic student assert that this
pers, is to report the news, pro- school is conservative. Such a
vide entertaining features, and to claim can only be made out of
provoke thought with hard- ignorance or deceit. This school
hitting, decisive editorials on the is in fact a paragon of radical,
issues of the day. This is what left-wing il-liberalness, replete
with political correctness. A
The Forum endeavors to do.
Ascension to editor-in-chief multi-cultural gambit of student
and other editorial positions are organizations exist, well funded
predicated on merit however. and organized, grinding out their
After consultation with the edito- ideological agendas. Meanwhile,
rial board, the editor-in-chief the two conservative student
selects his or her successor based organizations find it nearly
upon the following qualifications impossible to receive funding for
and standards provided for in The their activities.
Forum constitution:
The only faculty member who
*must have spent two hours lay- came close to being conservative
ing out 50% of the year's issues
passed away last year. A few
*Must have written at least one other faculty members hold one
article in 50% of the year's issues
or two conservative beliefs, but
*must have attended at least 50% do not consider themselves to be
of the year's weekly meetings
conservative. Meanwhile, a con*should be familiar with editorial servative is not even considered
and journalistic standards and for an interview to fill open facknow how to utilize The Forum's ulty or staff positions. It is quite
desktop publishing programs
clear that conservatives are not
*Meet the school's academic welcomed at the law school, nor
standards and preferably have this university in general. All of
prior editorial experience
this school's professions of tolerThese are the sole grounds on ance and acceptance are hollow
which the next editor-in-chief of and hypocritical blather.
As for The Forum, all students
The Forum will be selected.
The SBA voted to reject a pro- are welcome to express their
posal that would have had the view.points. Any student who
SBA controlling The Forum by wishes to join The Forum staff is
(We meet
choosing its editor. I would like also welcome.
to commend the members of the Monday's at 10:05 in Room 202,
SBA who resisted the hostile Heritage Hall). I will not stand
machinations of a few radical, idle, however, against unfounded
leftist students who were trying and unwarranted personal attacks
to seize control of The Forum. I leveled against The Forum or
am very angry at those radicals against any of its staff members.

By Daniel B uksa
Editor

Pilgrim In An Unholy Land
By Mike Thompson
Managing Editor

No, It's Character,
Stupid
No one has more respect
for the office of the Presidency
than I do. I have been fascinated
with the occupants of the White
House ever since 1972, when,
·ust a couple of weeks prior to my
third birthday, I sat on my dad's
shoulders and watched President
Richard Nixon drive through
Hemans, Michigan in his re-election campaign. In the twenty
years since that time I have studied the history of the Presidency,
and although there were many
Presidents with whom I disagreed
politically, I have tried to maintain respect for the office as well
as for the men who have held it.
So in spite of the fact
that I have fundamental philosophic differences with the current administration, I tried to keep
an open mind a couple of weeks
ago as I listened to President
Clinton outline how he intends to
grind our economy into the
ground.
As I listened to his
address to Congress, my thoughts
kept returning to the campaign.
If you will recall, President Bush
was assailed by the media and the
Democrats every time he tried to
raise the character issue. We
were told that character doesn't
matter - people want to hear
about the issues. Everything else
is mudslinging. "It's the economy, stupid" is what we were told
whenever we tried to inquire into
Mr. Clinton's trustworthiness.
As I sat in front of my
television, hearing one campaign
promise after another being broken, I thought, "No, it's
character, stupid." How on earth
can you focus on the issues when
you can't believe what the candidate - or the President - is
telling you?
In the few short weeks
since President Clinton took
office, I have liteyally been sickened by the disrespect that this

bunch has shown for the
American people. Every day the
White House issues a statement
denying what they said the day
before. The President will say
one thing to one group of people,
and while his words are still
hanging in the air, he will say a
completely different thing to
another group of people. No
sooner does he finish with that
than one of his spokespersons
will deny that the first two statements were ever made.
This malarkey started
even before Inauguration Day
when Clinton lied about what he

"So in spite of the fact
that I have fundamental philosophic disagreements with the
current administration, I tried to keep an
open mind ... as I listened to President
Clinton outline how he
intends to grind our
economy into the
ground."
knew about the deficit. He
claimed that the only reason he
would have to rethink his campaign promises was that the
deficit had grown so much larger
than he could have anticipated.
This is, to say the least, disingenuous. To say the most. it's outright deceitful. He stated months
before the election that he
believed the deficit would be
much higher than it actually
turned out to be.
His lies have gotten so
big that Democratic leaders are
now trying to make excuses for
him. They justify his lies by saying that he had to be deceptive in
order to win. "That's just politics," they say
I say that's not good
enough.
I also say that if this is
what an end to gridlock means, I
would be more than happy to go
back to the way things used to be.

I'll be the first to admit
that neither party is blameless
when it comes to stuff like this,
but the current administration has
taken lies, fraud and deceit to
new lows. In my mind they have
seriously undermined the credibiljty and the prestige of the
White House, and by convincing
the leaders of their own party to
publicly justify their lies, they
have cast a very dark and menacing shadow over the American
political spectrum.
Back in November, I
quoted the prayer President John
Adams' uttered upon his move
into the White House: " ... May
none but honest and wise men
ever rule under this roof."
So much for Yankee idealism, and so much for President
Adams' faith in the American
people and those whom they
elect.
The thing that troubles
me most of all out of this whole
sorry affair is that the people
seem to be taking it lying down.
Either we have accepted the
explanations of the Democratic
leaders that this deceit is all business as usual, or we just don't
care anymore. Either one o
those explanations scares the tar
out of me.
It has always been my
belief that the role of the loyal
opposition is to criticize the performance of the other side without having to stoop to personal
criticisms. That's not easy,
though, when the President of the
United States is a pathological
liar. It's hard to speak to the
problems of his administration
without touching on its biggest
flaw -- the President, himself.
Let him present his agenda for
change. Let him work to leave
his mark on world history. I
would hope, however, that he
would have faith enough in his
programs and in the American
people to present his plans honestly and without deception.
Let's go ahead and look
at the issues, but just remember
- character Is the biggest issue
of all.

Page~

To The Editor...
Forum Humor Not
Funny

White Christians Are
Racist

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor:

.. Witch Clinton is in
Charge ... Page 13., (The Forum,
Table of Contents, p. 1, Feb. 12,
1993).
Very cute. Apparently, all
successful women are witches.
Is that what The Forum was getting at? Or was it to mean ill!
women are witches? Or, maybe
just those women named Hillary
who graduate first in their class
at Yale Law School and are married to a Democratic president?
Please clarify the meaning. I
want to know if I should be
insulted.
When I first read the Table of
Contents, I thought it was just a
typo, but then remembered I was
reading The Forum. I looked for
the article, but couldn't find it.
So ... that was supposed to be a
joke? I guess it is pretty funny to
imagine a woman in charge of
this country. That could only
mean that people (genders) are
equal and we know 1ha1 isn't
true. The .. American Dream" is
only .. to create the opportunity
for all people to reach as high as
their God-given potential
allows," NOT ••to make everyone level with everyone else," as
the last issue of The Forum
enlightened us, quoting Jack
Kemp. {p.l).
The obvious conclusion is
that women do not have the
••God-given potential" to be in
charge of this country. Well
then, where did Hillary get the
•"potential" to be in charge?
.. Witch - a person, now
specifically a women, who is
supposed to have magic power.
especially with the help of evil
spirits." (Webster's New World
Dictionary, Second Concise
Edition. 1982). Now I get it...
Hillary got her ••potential" from
evil Slili:ils· It all makes perfect
sense to me now.
There is only one reason for
this kind of logic: Male insecurity strikes again. But there is no
need to start the witch hunt yet.
For every one dollar earned by
male lawyers, female lawyers
earn 63 cents. (Almanac of the
American People, Tom & Nancy
Biracree, Facts on File, 1988).
The ··witches" have a long way
to go before they turn you all
into toads.
Tracey A. Nicastro, 2L

Mr. Buksa responds: The real
issue here is not of gender, but of
philosophy. I think that women
like Jeanne Kirkpatrick, Phyllis
Schlaffley, Linda Chavez or even
Margaret Thatcher would be
competent and successful presidents. The fact of the matter is
that Hillary Clinton is a radical
feminist, whose character was
purposefully manipulated by
James Carville during the campaign to make her more palatable to the American population.
There is no doubt that she is an
intelligent and successful
women, just as there is no doubt
that the influence she wields will
cause this republic great damage.

March 17, 1993

Tlze Forunz

First, I have not written
before because I felt like it would
give credibility to this embarrassment some people call a "newspaper''. Second, I am only at
Valparaiso Law School because I
could not get into a state school.
(The .. I visited the campus and
fell in love with it" routine does
not fool anyone.)
I am em barr as sed to
admit I go to Valparaiso Law
School. This realization hit me
earlier this school year and simply can not be expressed in any
other tenns than pure ••embarrassment". The specific contributing
events and factors are too numerous to delve into, but can be characterized
one
word
Intolerance. After two and onehalf years in this bastion of conservativeness,
I am still
impressed with the number of
Rehnquist clones that come to the
surface each and every day in
each and every class.
Concerning this enlarged
pamphlet for the right-wing
cause, if you are a potential
Valparaiso Law student -especially a minority- realize that
although the ··Forum" is especially blatant with its close-mindedness, it is also a fairly accurate
representation of what you can
expect at this school. This was
another realization that I fought
for two and one-half years.
However, class discussions as
well as out of class discussions
with fellow students have only
been continued exemplifications
of the intolerant student this
school attracts.
The problem I have with
the "Forum .. , though, is not so
much the specific articles written,
because the intolerance and elitism expressed therein can be
attributed to three or four persons.
Unfortunately, the problem I have
with the ··Forum" is that when
blatant racism and bigotry is consistently expressed - as it
inevitably is- ,the great majority
of the students either concur or
could not care less. This infuriates and embarrasses me. Does
this student body realize that
whoever reads the ••Forum" (I
still have not given up hope that
maybe absolutely nobody outside
the walls of this school ever reads
this embarrassment) is getting the
impression that virtually every
single student adheres to the radical ultra-conservative viewpoints
that Mr. Buksa and the "Forum"
staff regularly pump out.
Although I do realize that a great
majority of the students at
Valparaiso adhere to the beliefs
expressed in Mr. Buksa's insensitive editorials, I do ask that the
few students who realize the
detrimental and embarrassing
image this paper is creating for all
of us take it upon ourselves to
challenge this image. Until this is
done, I will continue to be embarrassed to admit I have gotten my
law school education from
Valparaiso University. So, to any
students considering attending
Valparaiso University Law

School: Realize that not every
single student here is the intolerant racist that seems to be so
prevalent via the "Forum", but
that you are considering a school
that is virtually saturated with
racism and intolerance.
In an attempt to determine just how one school could
accumulate such an abundance of
white, upper-class conservatives,
I perused the law school directory. (A little hint to the administration - next year try to hire the
cameraperson who worked the
Republican Convention because
it would certainly help with
minority recruiting). I do not
intend to imply that small, white,
religious-oriented schools are
academically deficient, but I do
believe they breed cultural ignorance do to a lack of diversity.
(For the record, I just pissed off
about 16 Augustanians, 8 Calvin
alumns, and 5 Hope graduates).
What kind of exposure to - say
black culture - exists at some of
these schools? (By diversity I do
not mean someone who drives a
Saab). Consequently, this nonexposure to diversity lends itself
to intolerance, which eventually
leads to the type of student body
we presently have at Valparaiso
Law School. Recently I had an
interesting discussion with a
member of the Federalist Society
and was told that personal
responsibility and ''pulling yourself up by the bootstraps" would
provide each and every citizen of
this country with an opportunity
to succeed. How can a white,
middle-class male who graduates
from one of these small private
white colleges even think about
telling another person about what
it takes to receive an opportunity
to succeed? You were BORN
into an opportunity to succeed!
Concerning the uproar I
heard last semester about a certain new professor: I was in the
class and it was not good.
However, how can one explain to
me the total disrespect and
absolute racist comments that
ensued. I can think of more than
a couple other professors at this
school who would have been
pummeled if they had been
black. (A side note concerning
the tenns "Black" and "AfricanAmerican": Mr. Buksa, If someone wants to be called a damn
"Martian" how does that affect
YOU?) Besides, how many
other professors have gone to
Johannesburg with Arthur Ashe,
ate with Alex Haley, met Derrick
Bell, and knew Thurgood
Marshall?
Unfortunately, the intolerance and racism is not just
coming from the student body.
The University Administration
has made it clear that it WILL
tolerate obvious incidents of
racism.
In
fact,
the
Administration will basically
deny that racism exists on this
campus and sweep anything and
everything that smacks of racism
under the rug. A rally in the
Atrium and wearing bows does
not quite cut it!
As well, when one of
our fellow classmates lets us
know that he was the victim of
racism at a local bar (a bar that
the SBA frequently designates as
the site for our law school parties
and therefore pumps money
into), what does the administra-

tion do? Absolutely nothing!
However, maybe this is just a
vicarious expression of the concern the great majority of the
student body
displayed.
Concerning this incident, I heard
many persons say that the student was probably just being too
sensitive. If a fellow student
who happens to be black says he
was subjected to racist treatment
at the Court, how can some
white student say it is not so?
For a white person to say no
racism existed in this incident is
analogous to Professor Potts saying abortion is wrong - It Is Not
Your Decision. I would imagine
that if I had to deal with the continual racism that exists daily in
our society, sensitivity to such
treatment would be an inevitable
consequence. Therefore , I
refuse to listen to some white
person tell me that blacks are
"too sensitive". It is simply not
for him to determine.
Finally, I realize that
racism and intolerance exists
throughout our society. It
always has and probably always
will. But to allow unchallenged
expression of this is to perpetuate it. Currently, the " Forum··,
the student body, and this
school's administration has done
nothing to end the perpetuation
of the intolerance that exists at
Valparaiso Law School. This is
why I am embarrassed to admit
that I am from Valparaiso Law
School.
Brad Pippen, 3L

Mr. Buksa responds: Brad, you
are obviously suffering from
sever chronic delusions.
Perhaps a visit to a psychiatrist
and some Prozac is in order.

Right Side in Left
Field
Dear Editor:
This letter is in response
to the baseless, unintelligent
viewpoints written in the last edition of the forum. I'm sure many
of you can recall reading the editor's column, "The Right Side"
(which really should be called
the left side, because that' s where
he is, in left field) to express his
utter confusion regarding the
terms used by many in recognition of their heritage.
The editor starts his article by stating that he has never
heard of a country called africaamerica. A legitimate comment,
considering there isn't a country
called africa-america. Africa is a
continent. African-Americans
chose this tenn to describe themselves because it denotes a history and a culture. There is no
denial of american heritage just
affirmation of their cultural origin.
Contrary to the editor's
belief, recognition of one's cultural origin can never lead to the
destruction of America. America
the beautiful was cultivated on
the premise of acceptance of the
immigrant. The inscription
placed at the foot of the Statue of
Liberty commences by stating
"Bring me your poor, and huddled masses, I will give them
shelter." The "I" in that inscription represents the beliefs of the
american people. Lady Liberty
was precisely placed to hail the
deliverance of the escapee from a

turbulent governmental system
into a land o f promise and
opportunities . The abi li ty to
appreciate and respect cultural
differences not only makes a ·
good american but a principled
person. The question the editor
refused to ask (even of himself)
is who is truly american, and
what does the term mean? The
original founders were not solely
american nor were their descendants. Multiculturalism is
America
To deny that america
sees people in terms of their skin
color is to deny reality .
Identifying someone by their
skin color is not in itself derogatory, it is when the skin color is
used as a tool to demean one ' s
character and self-worth. Within
many of our lifetimes, or at the
least that of our parent's, people
of color were refused service,
adequate educational facilities,
or even use of a public restroom.
What the editor fails to understand is that distinctions are voluntarily and naturally drawn.
Individuals who possess similar
characteristics are attracted to
those who are most like themselves. Association with those
who enjoy the same music, literature, hobbies, etc. is commonplace.
Black history month is
a celebration of african heritage,
as well as a reminder of the history of the african in this country. Because the african-american experience has not always
been pleasant, it is imperative
that african-americans recognize
and understand what caused
their oppression so that history
does not repeat itself. African
americans were the only race
who were stripped of their
names, religion, language, family history, standards of beauty,
and displaced to a country thousands of miles from home. The
african-american's decision to
affiliate themselves with the
continent of Africa is one of a
search for identity.
Portraits of african americans were hanging in the
atrium to enlighten our classmates, faculty, and staff as to the
accomplishments of african americans beyond the musical
style of Michael Jackson, or the
basketball finesse of Michael
Jordan. They were portraits of
african-american inventors,
entrepreneurs, scientists, journalists, and political firsts. If the
editor longs to see other cultures
hanging in the atrium, see
Professor Hiller and I'm sure it
can be arranged. His other
option is to petition the student
bar association to relocate the
portraits of officials and judges
that hang throughout the law
school.
Badly worded and sadly
mistaken, the editor states
Martin Luther King Jr. is the
only official holiday recognized
in this country. It takes but a
calendar to prove him wrong,
this
country
recognizes
Washington ' s, Columbus', and
Lincoln's birthdays. Maybe it
wasn't apparent because these
are individuals from his own
culture. Whether or not we are
allowed a day off is quite different from the federal government' s recognition of those days
as national holidays. Next time
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Even More Letters o
The Editor...
Right Side in Left
Field, from previous
page
the editor is confused as to which
day is a national holiday, maybe
he should try to do some banking.
In addition, the editor
also states so called ..radical militant" individuals are not condemned for their anti-white statements. He names Louis
Farrakhan and Professor
Jefferies as examples. On this
point I state research is a valuable tool. Louis Farrakhan has
been and remains under the constant scrutiny of the F.B.I. The
luxury of purchasing a home in
Scottsdale, Arizona was denied
to him, forcing him to reside
elsewhere. The government
monitors his phone lines, he lives
in constant fear for his life and
has resorted to the company of
bodyguards whenever and wherever he travels.
Professor
Jeffries also has been reprimanded. I as a New Yorker who
attended a City University followed this story closely. Jeffries
was tried, sentenced, and convicted by the media. His reputation and standing in the academic and over all community at
large were severely damaged.
Many groups whether public or
private called for his resignation
and expulsion from the pedagogical community. The editor may
of learned more about Black
History had he attended any
events sponsored by BLSA during the month of February.
Maybe Craig McKenzie
said it the best, all individuals
ranked beneath those admitted
under a special admittance program, such as a quota or affirmative action, should be withdrawn
if the editor has his way. The
reasoning is simple, if a person
admitted under a special program
is unqualified then it only
extends those ranked beneath are
far from qualified to succeed in a
law school environment.
Furthermore, any statistic compiled in respect to the
population of detention facilities,
will depict them as the most significant guardian of africanamericans next to their parents. I
challenge the editor to prove otherwise. African-americans do
not escape the criminal justice
system.
Finally, the editor
sounds somewhat paranoid when
he writes of multi-culturalist
groups taking over schools and
universities. His "they are everywhere'' mentality is based in fear
and ignorance of other cultures
and nationalities. Once you
understand and are familiar with
a group, fears are diminished to
respect and understanding. The
importance of Black History
Month strives for the basic
premise of exposing other cultures to African-american heritage to eradicate unfounded
fears and biases.
Lesley Andrews, 2L &
Bernita Harris, lL.
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Mr. Buksa responds: I believe
that discrimination against anyone is wrong. This also includes
giving special treatment or special preferences to anyone
because of their race, gender,
religious beliefs and origin.
Booker T. Washington, Thomas
Sowell, Shelby Steele, and Justice
Clarence Thomas support this
view as well. It was not my
intention to single out any particular group in my Feb. 12 "Right
Side" column. The fact of the
matter is however that certain
people do get preferential treatment based on factors of race,
gender, etc. The U.S. Supreme
Court has in fact sanctioned such
preferential treatment in Metro
Broadcasting vs. FCC.
We do not recognize
Corruption of Blood in our legal
system. The sins of the father
should not be visited on the son.
Yet, this is what some so-called
Civil Rights measures do. This
practice is becoming institutionalized within our society through
multi-culturalism and political ·
correctness. It does not bode
well for the republic.
The recognition of our
presidents have been lumped
together on one day and Signor
Columbus was never naturalized. ·
Minister Farrakhan is still invited to give speeches before adoring groups.
To reiterate a point in
my last column, I believe that an
understanding of one's cultural
heritage is important. My family
celebrates St. Joseph's Day for
instance. But, this is America
and we are all Americans. If we
do not attain a collective identity
through assimilation, then we are
destined to be a Lebanon or a
Yugoslavia.

Don't Let Bob Get
Away

Dear Editor:

The walls of VUSL are
adorned with the faces of past
professors who were legendary or
renowned scholars. We recently
lost one of the most gifted professors this school has seen since its
inception when Professor
Gromley died. The word circulating through the law school is
that we may lose another distinguished teacher. Currently
Professor Bob Blomquist is on
sabbatical for the Spring semester, but the school has offered
him few reasons to return.
Professor Blomquist is
the most active and published
professor in the law school. His
knowledge of environmental law
is far superior to many throughout the country. It is my understanding that not everyone "hugs
trees" or sees the value in environmental law, but ... that's ...
OK. It is the knowledge he
instills in each student that sets
him apart from most instructors.
This rings true in classes ranging
from Torts to Debtor/Creditor to
the Toxic Torts seminar he
offered.
The reputation this professor has established is not
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equaled in the state of Indiana,
nor many other area of the country. VUSL has a hot commodity
in Professor Blomquist. "Dean
George Steinbrenner" or deans
of many of the "higher ranked"
schools would trade four or five
professors and a dean to be
named later for the likes of
Blomquist. He has been requesting
an
Environmental
Curriculum since he first arrived

See Bob, Page 11
Peeker Rights
Dear Editor:

I agreed with the authors of
the Peeker Article which
appeared in the last issue of The
Forum when they stated: "By
the time we focus on the fetus
we are too late." They are exactly right; by this time it is to late
to make responsible choices
about the fate of the fetus. I also
agree that men have as great a
responsibility in preventing
pregnancy. Unfortunately,
despite the authors' desire for
men to become more involved in
pre-conception family planning,
there was a striking lack of discussion about the fathers' rights
and role in deciding the fate of
his child after conception. It
seems to me that those who call
themselves "Pro-Choice" are not
concerned with the best interests
of the child, but primarily with
the best interests of themselves.
I do not wish to see people
denied their right to be self-interested. I merely wish that all
those who are involved in creating the child take responsibility
for the life of that child and to
see that the best interests of the
child are served.
Douglas J. Rooks, 3L

A Re~ponse to "Our"
SBA Vresident
DearTrino:
First, I would like to thank
you for taking the time in the
February issue of the Forum to
explain to the law school body
the process of allocating our SBA
funds. This is only ten months
after you took office and five
months after a different process
was explained by you in the same

Forum column you write. That
was very thoughtful of you.
Now, I would like to address
some of the specific issues mentioned in your column in order to
make some things clear. First, I
will address last summer's EJ A
grant program, and second, I will
address the program in general.
Yes, last year the SBA was
generous to match the 600 dollars EJA raised through its bake
sales and walk-a-thon. But, the
SBA put some conditions on the
receipt of this money: that the
SBA name be added on to the
grant program, that there be a
concrete formula for disbursement AND that the SBA be
involved in the determination of
WHO receives the money. Trino
himself could have appointed as
many SBA members as he liked
to the committee yet he elected
only to have three SBA members
to join in the process. These
three SBA members then met
with the newly elected EJA officers to detennine how the money
was to be divided and who was
to receive this money.
These eight committee members then decided to
award four law students 300 dollars each. After collectively
determining the criterion for
selection, the committee determined five law students met the
criterion and deserved some
money. Yes, one of these applicants at the time did not yet
secure a "volunteer" position,
but, this applicant met all the criteria for a grant award and was
90% certain of securing the "volunteer" position, and the decision
to award this person a grant, who
is dedicated to the public interest,
was a collective decision of the
joint SBA/EJA committee.
And as one might expect, a
condition for the grant of money
is that the person does in fact
work in a public interest position,
and that documentation be provided by the grantee's supervisor. If a grantee does not work in
the volunteer public interest job,
the money gets returned to the
fund for next summer's grant.
The person that Trino mentioned
in the column secured a position
for 11 weeks and the person
worked 50-60 hour weeks volunteering his time to work for
clients who were particularly
grateful for his assistance, commitment and dedication.

The column also mentioned
that the SBA is not in a position
to award scholarships, yet last
summer they insisted that the
grant program be advertised as a
SBA/EJA program. Please, make
up your mind.
Now, I would like to explain
the EJA program. EJA raises
money throughout the year (the
walk-a-thon, bake sales, boxer
shorts, etc.) to financially assist as
many students as possible who
spend their summers volunteering
in a public interest job. Many
non-profit agencies and legal services cannot afford to pay law
students during the summer, even
though, they have many more
clients than they can handle.
These agencies and centers need
student help. Their clients need
student help. This program
allows students to afford to take
these jobs, in conjunction with
the
schools'
tuition
remission/scholarship program.
THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN
TO ANY LAW STUDENT, not
just EJ A members or officers as
you try to imply. And out of the
five grantees last summer, three
were not EJA members at that
time.
So, as you can see, our program does benefit the law school
community, and it does increase
the awareness of the Law School.
Dean Gaffney recognized this by
agreeing to match the next 500
dollars we raise. Our program
not only benefits directly the students who receive this money, but
the agencies and clients the students serve. This increases the
awareness of the law school by
placing our highly qualified students in a position of importance
in the community, making a difference in the lives of the many
who are denied access to legal
services.
Trino, peace
Adam M. Stern, 2L

SBA RESPONSE TO EJA
While the SBA did narrowly vote last year to give your
organization money for your
"scholarship", it was noted, and
will be noted once again, that
strict requirements are followed
in awarding money to any student
organization. These policy guidelines can be found in the SBA
Constitution. If you would like to
read the Constitution, one can be
found in the SBA office.
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The Six Of Spades
By Garth Snider
Contributor
It can not be said that the
reoccurring theme of abortion is
novel to our legal institution· s
newspaper. Speaking out, either
for against abortion, allows individuals to fulfill the basic human
need of aligning oneself with a
cause. In doing so, however, both
sides have fallen prey to humanistic myopia. It is not so much that
the answers they proffer are
wrong, it is more that they are
failing to ask the right questions,
in a open minded and compassionate manner. Listed below are
a few of those questions.

Query#l
Do human really have an
unalienable right to life? Or more
properly put, does society have a
right to procreate as many times
as it would like? As there is a
finite amount of land upon the
earth, the sustained exponential
growth that society is now experiencing will at some point in the
future overburden the earth's natural capacity to maintain a stable
ecosystem. While it can be
argued that each person has the
right to procreate once in their
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life. it can hardly be said that
every person has the unassailable
right to breed limitlessly. For
doing so would give rise to the
great possibility of adversely
affecting the lives of an unlimited
number of people; in the present
and in the future.
On a more micro scale, is it just
to subject individuals, such as
siblings, to the economic, mental.
and physical hardship that accompanies the birth of an unwanted
pregnancy? ( Distance this question from the battle cry of the proabortionists who incessantly
harangue the mantra of the
woman's rights.) Many times,
though not always, the woman
who is considering an abortion is
poor and already struggling with
the financial rigors associated
with the rearing of children.
Does a unborn child have the
right to subject other individuals
to a lower standard of living?
Does society have the right?
Regrettably, it is an equation of
fault, and as neither party is guilty
of anything other than being conceived, it may come down to an
assigning of weights upon the
present tangible interests: a
unborn child vs. a child that has
breathed the air of spiritual exis-
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Query#2
Are men qualified to make a
decision on whether or not a
women should abort her child? It
is very easy for men to pass
judgement on a physical and
mental state that is totally foreign
to them. For a person is quick to
make dogmatic decisions when
the end result of their decision
does not directly affect them.
Thus the men who scream for the
end of abortion can do so because
they will never have to face the
hardships of carrying a child.
Moreover, their decisions will be
sheltered, in that they will probably never have to meet those individuals whose lives were worsened by their successful effort to
have abortion banned.
Query#3
Is the pro-life's anchor argument
of
adoption
realistic?
Theoretically it is a viable and
sensible alternative to abortion,
and should be given extensive
consideration. Realistically, however, it rarely applies to our society. Right or wrong, people put a
great deal of emphasis on the
chance of raising a child that is
from their own gene pool. For
the pro-lifers to gain credibility, (
by showing the country that they
really are the beneficent and com-
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passionate humamtanans they say
they are) they need to champiqn a
plan whereby adoption is chosen
over having a child of one's own.
As many of the children will be
of a minority stock, the W.A.S.P.
dominated pro-lifers will many
times have to adopt a ethnic noninfant child. It is sad to say but
such a hope is Pollyanic.
Are we as a society willing to
face this problem in our homes an
lives, or is better just to keep the
issues relegated to debates,
marches. and political platforms?
It is my opinion that the answer is
in the latter, which leaves us
stuck in the mire of the abortion
debate, with the most feasible
lifeline coming from the prochoice side. This is not to say
that all fetuses should be aborted
at the whim of the mother, but
rather both the mother and father
(if he is willing) should discuss
what type of life they will be able
to provide for their child, and
then make the choice accordingly.
But the ultimate decision should
ne made by the woman, for they
are the only ones qualified to
make the decision, and society
can only hope that they arrive at
their choice through prudence.
logic. and compassion.
Query#4
Have men avoided self-introspection for so long that he hon-

,

estly believes that all the questions to life are answered by one'
ancient and revered compilation
of purported diestical mandates
and laws? It is time for men to
rethink the malleable defmition of
moral conduct. To defend a set of
morals that were fonned through
the reassessment of ones own ethnocentricity. chauvinism, and
religious bias is noble. But to
rabidly guard a set of morals simply because a priest said to. or
because it is the party position, or
because your mother and father
told you to, displays a weakness
of character, and is debilitating to
the ontological progression of
man.
When this type of unquestioned
obedience is combined with
hypocrisy. as when men make
brazen statement about how people should not have sex until their
married, although they themselves have not conformed, and
state that it is the morally correct
choice to have the baby, although
they would not have or won't, a
world is created that is more like
the last place mentioned on Earth
in the Bible, than the frrst.
Query#S
Does the ability to choose
whether or not to have an abortion give women an absolute and

See Spades, Page II
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9iJean ~ STRONGBOW INTERNATIONAL
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More Wisdom of the Ages
"There can be little doubt that man owes some of his greatest successes In the past to the fact that he has not been able to control his social
life. His continued advances may well depend on his deliberately
refraining from exercising controls which are now In his power.
-Frederlch A. Hayek
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In The Eye Of The Storm
By Patrick G. McCarthy
Viewpoints Editor

Tax man
My worthy opposition to
this opinion will predictably raise
several necessities and expected
benefits stemming from our
President's economic plan. Mr.
Klein will tell you the same old
line, including the usual litany
about the need to pay for the
excesses of the terrible eighties,
the dire straights the deficit places
upon the nation, as well as the
requirement that government
resume its role as a provider for
those without jobs, homes and
medical coverage. I am sure he
will not forget to pit the rich
against the middle and lower
masses in order to get your heads
waging in jealous agreement. I
only hope none of you aspire to
richness in light of the hard work
you shall belch out before you
die.
I will not dispute all of
Mr. Klein's positions, especially
if he should mention concern over
the deficit - I think common
ground is found there. I would,
however, take great exception to
anybody's proposition that
President Clinton's plan is laudable due to expansion in government services. Nay, to that I
demand a contrary view. Any
increase in "contributions". (now
more or less inevitable considering the three years, ten months
and twenty some-odd days we
must suffer the gaggle of fools
populating the White House)
ought to be accompanied by
severe cuts in government programs.

Tragedy looms however,
because according to William
Bennett, Clinton offers 3.6 billion
in overall cuts in education but a
whopping 36 billion in new
expenditures in education.
Rumor slipping from Sam
Donaldson on ABC's ''This Week
with David Brinkley·• puts a preliminary price tag on Chillery
Clintons' national medical insurance plan at 280 billion dollars so much for any hope of cutting a
680 billion dollar a year debt!
However, hope is to be
found with initial reports from the
Capitol that even
some
Democrats are, er, well .. .'"fudging", let us say, on their support
of Sir William's plan. Even left
leaning pundits like David Broder
are raising eyebrows. God bless
us with gridlock... please!
Furthermore, reactionary
guilt-tripping over the period of
unprecedented growth in real
income during the 1980's will not
justify any intention to shove our
government into a "cradle-tograve'' welfare state. Nor will
even academic sadness at the
demise of socialism world-wide
suffice as a new invocation of
Steinbeck's call for an American
version of welfare-statism.
Remember, the Democrats must
skillfully rewrite the true history
of the Eighties lest the public
come to realize how successful
even moderate conservative policies can be when applied in a free
market economy.

Should my plea for
expenditure cutting be given even
a mere cursory glance, what
should be noted? First, turn the

ax towards nonsense spending.
While I would include certain
overlapping and unjustified
defense payments, I also urge getting rid of the Public
Broadcasting System. Let it sink
or swim with other networks in
the market and we will see just
how great Bill Moyers (four million per year) and the rest of the
boob-tube communists really are!
And the National Endowment for
the Arts ought to be erased as
well. The arts and croissant
crowd (of which even I claim an
affinity to) is a well heeled bunch
who can afford to get off their
corduroy butts and find private
funding. Maybe that would give
us art that passes a little popular
muster! And get rid of the Rural
Electrification Agency. When the
agency was instituted in the early
part of this century, only 10% of
all farms had electricity, but
today, all farms are electrified
which makes the REA obsolete.
Finally, I only hope Donna
Shallala allows Bill to keep his
promise on welfare reform in tne
strictest sense: Two years on
financial assistance with efforts to
be made on fmding and keeping a
job then kiss any more freebies
goOd bye. Remember, most birds
push their young from the protection of the nest. Some die, but
most find within them an innate
sense of survival, flying on to
great heights.
I offer these modest but
.meaningful suggestions in
response to Slick Bill's request
that his worthy opposition provide him with such suggestions. I
ask my opposition if he can do
the same.

A Hidden, Ugly Secret
By Jim Kraayeveld
Associate Editor

Spouse Abuse
This article should not
be read by females who think that
men cannot write about problems
that mostly affect or harm
women. However, for the majority of us in the law school community, I wish to discuss a topic that
is very pervasive in today's
degenerating society - spouse
abuse.
This past summer I
worked in a county prosecutor's
office. Of the misdemeanor
crimes allegedly perpetrated,
assault was the second most
charged offense. Assault cases
consisted mostly of spouse
assault. Only drunk driving
charges were brought more often.
For example, spouse assault happened more often than drug use,
theft, or careless or reckless driving. I admit that assault cases
are usually reported by the victim
and the other crimes must be
noticed by the police, but the
large number of incidents of
spouse assault is still troublesome.
In the few months in the
prosecutor's office, I encountered
only one case in which a woman
had assaulted (for purposes of this

article assaulted means battered)
her boyfriend. Thus, my concern
lies with the victimization of
wives or girlfriends by their husbands or boyfriends.
And I am only aware of
the reported cases. Just think
about how many women do not
dare to report abuse because the
abuser will retaliate. The abuse
will very likely escalate if she
reports him to the authorities.
Yet, I am not sure that reporting
the abuser to the authorities and
having him convicted and punished is the answer to this problem. Counselling might be good

"The root of the
problem is that our
"progressive" and
"enlightened"
society, with its
ever decreasing
respect for life,
encourages
assaults on human
life."
for the victim who needs encouragement and solace. As for the
abuser, I doubt that counselling

will fully solve the problem, even
though it might be the frrst step in
the right direction.
The root of the problem
is that our "progressive" and
''enlightened" society, with its
ever decreasing respect for life,
encourages assaults on human
life. For example, we hear o
more and more incidents of murder, rape, child abuse, sexual
harassment, pornography, and
spouse abuse. Generally, in all o
these areas the physically weaker
person suffers because of the
grotesquely perverted mentality
of many Americans.
Therefore, society's
mindset about fellow human
beings must be radically converted before any progress can be
made. But until people begin to
think and know that they are created equals as human beings, they
will not act like they are equals.
I hope that this terrible
problem of spouse abuse has not
personally affected anybody reading this article. If this subject
sparks bad memories, I am very
sorry. Yet, it is for you and for
others like you that I am writing.
As for those of you who are
guilty of abusing your wife or
girlfriend, I hope that you will
change your views about women,
and get some counselling.

HD" all of the above, but watch the April 1 issue of The

Forum, you're not off the hook yet!

Lighten Up!
Query: What do you call 1000 lawyers on the bottom of
Lake Michigan?
Answer #1: Toxic waste dumping.
Answer #2: Employment for 1000 more; somebody's
going to have to litigate the issue.
Query: The tooth fairy, a high-priced lawyer, and a lowpriced lawyer were in a room. There was a $100 bill lying
on a nearby table. Then the lights suddenly went out.
When the lights came back on, the bill was gone. Who
took it?
Answer: The high-priced lawyer took it, because the
other two are only figments of your imagination.
Second Query taken from The Lawyers Joke Book, By Sid Behrman
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Free Speech Is Reserved For .Liberals
By William F. Buckley, Jr.
Gue t Columnist
The ruling by Judge
Bruce Mohl' in the Dartmouth
College pre-trial hearing is a
stunning blow to the pretensions
of Dartmouth justice. Judge Mohl
was ever-so-careful not to speak
broadly about the case of the
Dartmouth administration vs. two
students involved in student conservative journalism. He elected
to rule on a narrow point, and
gave a gentlemanly dismissal to
the broader charges against
Dartmouth's disciplinary committee. But the fact remains that the
whole Dartmouth establishment
has been discredited.
It boils down to this:
Dartmouth College ordered two
students, Christopher Baldwin
and John Sutter, to stay away
from the premises of the college
until September 1989, and the
court has issued an injunction
requiring Dartmouth to reinstitute
the two students effective immediately. That is the nut of what
has happened. Details:
The conflict arose when
The Dartnwuth Review, the dissident, conservative student paper,
published a transcript of the classroom meanderings of a wild black
music professor, raising the question whether he was qualified to
teach American music when what
he spoke primarily about was
white racism, exploring the fron-

tiers of abusive and profane Ianguage. After the publication of
the transcript, four students
approached the professor after his
class, intending to advise him that
he was free to answer in his own
language the article published
about him. This encounter resulted in the exchange of vivid Ianguage, primarily that of the professor, who instantly fled to the
authorities
demanding that
the students be
prosecuted,
which
they
were
by
Dartmouth's

private letter categorically
denouncing The Dartmouth
Review and all its works.
Judge Mohl, having
found for the plaintiffs. tossed a
posy at the bloodied administration by saying that he found "no
persuasive
evidence
that
Dartmouth College has retaliated
against or otherwise pursued disciplinary action against the plain-

• It transpired that the
dean's office had surreptitiously
egged on a public demonstration
against "racism" immediately
before the disciplinary committee
met.
• A memo from the dean,
who serves as chairman of the
COS, intended to be read and
then destroyed, suggested that the
disciplinary hearings were not
confined to the incident in question
involving the kooky
black professor.
• It transpired
that evidence of
gross bias by more

Commit~eon~~~~~~=~==~~~~~====~~~~~~thano~member~

Standards.
After a hearing, the COS
found the students guilty of
harassment,
disorderly conduct and invasion of privacy. The penalty: ix
terms suspension. The students
then brought suit against the university for violation of contractual
rights and discriminatory treatment.
Judge Mohl restricted
himself to documenting that one
of the jurors on the disciplinary
committee, Professor Albert
LaValley, was clearly disqualified
from rendering a disinterested
vote given that four months
before the affair he had written a

the disciplinary
committee had been
concealed hy the
administration.
• And it transpired that the
moment the COS
ruled that the defent1tts on account of their associa- dants were guilty, the dean rushed
tion with The Dartmouth · out to give the good news toReview." Ho ho. And more:
AP? UPI? The New York Times'?
• Twenty-nine students No. To the Afro-American
occupied the president's office in Society, the Black Caucus, the
1986, to protest investments in Native American Society, the
South Africa. The penalty? Women's Issues League, and the
Nothing. The reason given by the Dartmouth Area Gay and Lesbian
Dartmouth administration? That Organization- the longtime tartheir "actions were motivated by gets, and adversaries, of The
strongly held convictions."
Dartnwuth Review.
• A student (it transpired
Theoretically, the uniduring the trial) found guilty of versity could send the case back
rape was suspended for one term.
to the Committee on Standards,

minus Professor LaValley. and
try the whole thing again. But this

time, it would need to make a
case in the teeth of all the information that came out during the
heavy depositions that preceded
the trial before Judge Mohl. That
is Dartmouth's alternative.
The students' alternative,
it would appear to this layman in
fue~senre~oounseL~~fi~a

damage suit against Dartmouth.
The case was won under the brilliant leadership of a major New
York trial lawyer, Harvey
Myerson of Myerson & Kuhn,
and New York lawyers do not
give away lightly 200 or 300
hours of their time. The careers of
the two students have been set
back by one year, and they will
not graduate with their class. How
much is that worth, in a society
that sets dollar figures to calibrate
the value of everything from a
bloody nose to palimony?
What yells out at the
U.S. public, alerted to the
Dartmouth case by columnists,
editorial writers, feature writers,
"60 Minutes" and the "Today"
show, is the incandescent
hypocrisy of so many people
who, in the name of free speech,
persecute its practitioners - if
their opinions are conservative.
Taken from the On th Right column by William F. Buckley
COPYRIGHT 1989. Reprinted
with permission of Universal
Press Syndicate.
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*Open Sundays--12 Noon*

Live Entertainment
Wednesday, March 17 ·• St. Pat's Day Party
Friday, March 19 •• Mrs. Frankley
Every Wednesday ··"The Unplug" 10p.m. • 2a.m.

Drink Specials
Tuesday •• Mug Night
Thursday·· $3.25 Pitchers plus-shot special!

Jackson's "Bucket of Beer" Nite
Wednesday, March 24
9·10 p.m. First 30 students thru the Door receive a FREE "Beer Bucket"
$3.00 Refills with Jackson's Bucket on Bucket Nite
462·1057
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Heard In The Halls
Dear VU School of Law Community:

The Forum

Trends in ·Environmental Regulation
By George VanNest
Contributor

On January 29, members
of MELC represented the law
school at the 1993 National
Association of Environmental
Law Societies Conference at
Indiana University School of
Law. The conference drew law
students from as far a way as
California to attend panel discussions and workshops on the latest
issues ion environmental law.
One of the panels addressed the
topic of trends in environmental
regulation at the state and national government level. The four
panelists were the following:
David Rivkin (President's
Council on Competitiveness),
Rosemary O'Leary (Maxwell
School, Syracuse University),
Andrew Otis (EPA, Washington),
and Rosemary Spalding (Indiana
Department of Environmental
Management).
Throughout the discussion there were several reoccurring themes that represent the
future path of environmental regulation within the United States.
While the panelists touched on a
Sincerely,
variety of regulatory issues the
four factors which kept being
Kip Winters
raised were the following: mak. ing environmental regulation ecoDear Law School Community:
nomically and administratively
efficient, developing a practical
One month ago, I sat next to a member of The Forum who
method of analyzing risk,
was working on one of the columns in that paper. It was a column that improving the relationship
included rumors and such which were "Heard In The Halls." between the federal government
Regrettably, and without regard to civility, courtesy, or even common and the states, and preventing
sense, I gave the person working on the column my own "contribu- pollution through market based
tion."
incentives.
Since, its publication, I have angered, confused, and hurt certain students. What I submitted was not done out of malice or spite;
First, environmental regbut mistake of judgment. To those hurt, I can offer no legitimate
ulation needs to be updated and
excuse for this gross error of judgment on my part, but only apologies.
streamlined to work within the
I am sorry.
context of the complex regulatory
scheme that crosses agency
Sincerely,
boundaries and touches all areas
of government action. The panChristopher Karsten
elists pointed out that coordinating policies for energy and transportation would focus administrative resources on resolving prob-

The last issue of this paper brought grief, embarrassment, and
a general bad taste in one's mouth. Some may blame a "general"
theme of the paper, or the discretion of the Editor, but the greatest
tragedy of all was Heard in The Halls, and the blame must rest on my
shoulders. For this I publicly apologize to all those who experienced
any embarrassment or harassment.
When I ftrst received the nod of appointment to become the
next writer of the column, I was enthusiastic about having the opportunity to make people laugh. It was never my intention to scorn others,
or to bring them to a level of embarrassment in which would affect
their reputation. Obviously this goal was butchered.
Since the last issue of the paper has come out, my name has
been belittled, hated, and disrespected. And maybe rightfully so. It is
my hope that those who do know me, realize that I could never write
such a damaging clause. In fact, the scandalous entry was not of my
pen, but by another. Yet, it was I who allowed the submission. My
ambition to rid my self of the column allowed me to let others submit
their "Heard In The Halls."
Few people have approached me about how angry or disappointed they are that I allowed the article to go to print. I appreciate
the concern, but I would value the criticisms more if they were made
in person. I am not the perfect "do-gooder" or "self-righteous" being
some have named me, and I hope that my treatment of others proves to
be better than the article I allowed in.
Now, I come to you; my fellow classmates, my professors,
and my friends. I bring no excuse, no reasons. From here on in, it
will be my actions speaking for who I am. Currently I am judged by
the writing of another, but I hope to prove to you that my manner is
quite different.
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lems inherent in both areas. The
various environmental regulations
need to be reconciled to deal with
the environmental challenges in
the most efficient manner possible. In some areas this means
keeping media specific regulations to ensure the public and
environment are protected from
hazardous materials such as dioxin or mercury. However other
materials could be dealt with
more effectively by developing a
broad regulatory scheme to cover
a variety of related issues.
According to the panelists,
improving the level of efficiency
would result in a savings of
between $5 and $6 billion each
year.
Second, risk analysis
must be refined so that serious
environmental risks can be quantified and administrative
resources can be used efficiently
to deal with the true problems.
At present environmental professionals use a combination of costbenefit analysis and risk analysis
depending on the issue. The
problem is that cost-benefit
analysis often indicates that environmental regulation is not a wise
option, while risk based analysis
indicates that regulation is very
necessary. A method of analysis
needs to be developed to consider
both the cost and the human risk
to determine as accurately as possible how scarce resources should
be spent.

the regulatory schemes without
the resources necessary to effectively operate the programs. The
result is that the effectiveness of
the state regulatory programs
varies considerably depending on
the priorities of the individual
states.
Fourth, market incentives need to be developed to
induce the regulated community
to reduce the level of pollution.
The traditional command and
control regulatory scheme is limited in its effectiveness in curtailing pollution because it is sometimes more efficient for industry
to continue polluting rather than
implement new technology.
Essentially, its a calculated risk
because the polluters count on the
fact that the EPA and state environmental departments will not
discover the problem quickly. By
using the market mechanisms the
regulatory scheme forces the polluters to acknowledge the actual
cost of pollution through discharge taxes and noncompliance
penalties. If the disincentives can
be set properly, the polluters will
fmd that it is more economical to
reduce pollution than to continue
in the same manner as before.

The resolution of these
four issues will determine the
future effectiveness of environmental regulation in the United
States. The panel discussion indicated that although there is no
absolute consensus on the manner
Third, the relationship of resolving the problems, there is
between state regulatory agencies recognition of the issues and a
and the federal government needs strong desire to improve the situto be drastically improved. ation. The challenge is ours to
Presently the responsibility for contribute to improving the reguenforcing many of the federal latory scheme for the benefit of
regulatory programs is being our generation and those that folpassed on to state enforcement low. We have to recognize that
programs. Unfortunately, given environmental regulation is no
the budget problems, a corre- longer a distinct segment of govsponding funding package is not ernmental activity, rather it crossbeing given to the states. This es all boundaries to affect our
leaves the states in a position of lives in a variety of ways.
being legally bound to enforce
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UPDATE

There's still time, ticket sales are March 15-19:
Monday, March 15
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 16
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 17 9:00a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 18
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Friday, March 19
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Pick them up by the 19th in the Duesenberg Commons
(Atrium). If you don't, you'll miss all of the fun!
Also, don't drink and drive the night of Barrister's BallPick up a list of the surrounding hotels and their prices in
the SBA office.
No other details ... you already know everything ... BUY
YOUR TICKETS NOW AND PLAN ON HAVING A
GREAT TIME!

Organizational Update
Things are progressing well for the remaining MELC activities for the year. The organization has accepted a softball challenge from EJA, date TBA. In addition, Carrie
Wehling, a Special Assistant to the Director of U.S. EPA, is scheduled to speak during
the Earth Day event scheduled for April 16. Attorney Brett Warning of the Office of
Regional Counsel for the U.S.EPA Region V in Chicago will receive this year's environmental practitioners award during the day's events. In the meantime, Jennifer
Sackett has the Environmental Education program at the local "Y" geared up for the
benefit of latch key children. Beth. Henning Guria continues to be a hit on the brown
bag series with two presentations down and more to come. Elections are scheduled for
the last week in March. All MELC members are encouraged to attend.

~~

Feed Your Brain

~

Hilke·s Nutrition Center

3003 N. Calumet Ave.
County Seat Plaza
464-7818
Hours: 10-9 M-F, 10-6 Sat., 1-5 Sun.
Healthy Ideas For The Law Student
For Your Desk:
For Stress:
For Energy All Day:
ENERGY SNACKS
B-COMPLEX
ENERGY HERBS

*Natural Remedies for the cold & flu season
*Natural Remedies for yeast infections
*Fight the winter blahs with all-natural energy
boosters

Feverfew-DPLA-White Willow Bark
for headaches and pain
Natural Cosmetics
Nicotabs-STOP smoking without stress
Athletic products
Free Nutritional Counseling
Sandwich Bar
10°/o Discount with VU Student ID
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The Forum

Gromley, From Front Page· Bob, From Page 5
alumni who have passed through
Gromley's
classroom.
Hollenbeck also told the audience
that when he brought his concern
about the fact that only female
students were writing honor
papers in his classes, Gromley
responded that "female law students are smarter and they work
harder," a statement that brought
appreciated laughter to the auditorium.
Next, via modern technology, Professor AI Meyer gave
his reflection on video. Meyer
praised Gromley as "the best
among us." He emphasized the
fact that Gromley believed his
students were people, not just
names, and reflected on
Gromley's oft repeated phrase Whaddya think about this? Said
Meyer, "He's probably up there
asking someone - probably not a
law student because there's not
many up there - 'whaddya think
about this?'"
SBA representative Kip
Winters injected more humor into

the evening by remembering
Gromley the dog, (the pet of a
former law student) who was, just
as Professor Gromley, man's best
friend. Said Winters, "We were
all his students. He was a
teacher; he taught us about life."
Winters concluded his reflection
by commenting, "You'd hate to
be someone Gromley disliked;
you know you'd really have to be
despicable!"
Director of Admissions
and class of '89 alum Mary Beth
Lavazzario stated, "This program
is a true tribute to Charlie's person. I wish he could have been
here to see it!" Bernie Van
Wormer, '92, echoed MB's sentiment, "There hasn't been a person
to pass through the doors of this
law school that Gromley hasn't
touched."
Following Associate
Dean Berner's reflection of
Gromley as a storyteller, a member of the Gromley family spoke
to the silent audience who had
gathered to remember a great

man. Kevin, Gramley's son, told
the audience how his father loved
teaching the law, and most of all,
how Gromley loved seeing his
students' successes.
Dean Gaffney closed the
tribute to Gromley by reminding
us of the J.D. Salinger classic, Th
Kill a Mockingbird. He asked us
to remember Atticus Finch, the
great attorney who had stood up
to racism in a small town. In particular, Gaffney directed our
memory to when Finch's daughter was in the courtroom, watching her father defend a black man
wrongly accused of rape. At the
end of the trial, when her father
was leaving the courtroom, a
black courtroom observer, sitting
next to Finch's daughter, said,
"stand up, your father's walking
by." Gaffney, by his analogy to
Atticus Finch, invited us to stand
up and show our respect for the
great man, friend, teacher, husband, and father called Gromley.
A reception followed in
the Duesenberg Commons.

Spades, From Page 6
unquestioned right to do so? This must be answered
in the negative. Radical feminists place too much
emphasis on self-interest, and not enough on the
value of human life. The ability to choose abortion
is not an absolute right. Rather, it is a right that is
derived from the realistic view that life is not an
endless series of right or wrong choices. Therefore,
women must frame their decisions in their own
morals- not morals given or loaned to them by the
patriarchal religious establishment. Women need to
be bracingly aware that they do not live in a vacuum, in that their decision will have lasting repercus-

in these hallowed halls. Each year it was the same response, "next
year Bob" or "in the future." Well, maybe the future will come sooner
for Professor Blomquist, but elsewhere.
Students for the last five years have been assured that there
would be an Environmental Program waiting for them when they
enrolled in their first year. "Oops, we kind of forgot, but since you are
here, why not stay." Well, these lies need to stop. The administration
needs to meet the many promises and pledges they made to the students.
Please take the time to sign your name to this article and put
it in Dean Gaffney's mail box in the faculty copy room. I can not
express the urgency of this cause. Last year we were ranked 932,985
out of 933,000 (small exaggeration), let us not slip further in to the
chasm of academic destitution.
I agree that the Valparaiso University School of Law cannot
lose another outstanding law professor. It is important that the law
school move forward and add important classes such as those in the
area of Environmental Law. Professor Blomquist is a cornerstone of
this institution, and the administration/faculty's neglect of his requests
and abilities is unfortunate.
Kip Winters, 2L

LINCOLNWAY'S
UNIQUE TOUCH

sions, whether they abort the child or not.
As life can be the .,greatest gift or the worst nightmare, it is imperative that both sides open-mindedly
listen to the concerns of the other side. Intractable
adherence on the part of either side will have a deleterious affect on the very individuals that they seek
to protect. Given the fact that this problem is not
going to go away, is it not more humane to focus on
the individuals whom are most affected by the issue,
and get away from the self-serving interests that
have transformed this personal dilemma into a public controversy.

Full Service Unisex Salon
V1IJ §fcl!llcdl®IID~ 15% Discount
On all Products and Services
Thru February 28

Redken Orzato Perms $25!!
(Long Hair or Special Wrap Slightly More)

Tanning Packages
$25/eleven sessions
$50/unlimited month

114 East Lincolnway
(219) 462-0291

Heimlich Hall teeters behind the law school,
gutted by fire.
PhotoByPauiRichards
Professional document services for business and
personal needs.
Whatever the document,
" LeaNl'l

a- w £.th,. 12
veaNetr.1"

Open Monday-Wednesday-- 10-5
Thursday - Friday -- 10 - 7.

BeaNer 0~ Serv~
provides typing and word processing services
for lawyers, doctors, businesses and individuals,
and we print with laser printers.
Our work is professional and confidential.
Our service is responsive and unsurpassable.
Our office is convenient and accessible.
Give us a call!
We specialize in term papers, briefs and resumes.

2307 Roosevelt
Valparaiso, IN 46383

464-3033

~3033

477-4433 (FAX}

(We're only a few minutes north of campus on Roosevelt)
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THE IMPACT OF T.E LEVISION ON SPORTS
By Adam Karp
Sports Editor
Do you ever wonder why the
Super Bowl begins at 5:18P.M.
or why a college basketball game
always has a timeout with 15
minutes left in the first half. The
reason is television or more precisely, the money generated from
television coverage. Television
has provided athletes with
improved financial opportunities
and has allowed for the country to
see events that they would not
normally see. However, television has become the primary consideration and influence on
sports.

BASEBALL
In evaluating the four major
sports, baseball is currently in the
worst
financial
position.
Television and free agency have
directly contributed to the downfall of the sport. Prior to 1974,
teams would raise a player in
their farm system and the player
would remain with the team
throughout his career. When free
agency began, teams in the smaller markets would be able to compete with the teams located in the
major markets of California, New
York, and Chicago for the available free agents. Unfortunately,
cable television has played a
prominent role in polarizing the
even balance between the smaller
markets and the larger markets.
For example, the New York
Yankees have a cable television
deal which will pay them $500
million over the next 10 yearsFor all those that are not mathematically inclined, the Yankees
receive $50 million a year.
Unlike the television deals with
CBS and ESPN that calls for an

equal split of the money among
the 28 teams, the Yankees do not
have to split their cable proceeds
with any team. In comparison,
the Seattle Mariners have a cable
deal that will only generate $1.3
million for the team.
Over the last three years, the
Pirates have won 3 National
League East Divisions. Because
of financial constraints, the team
has been virtually disassembled.
Last year, the Pirates lost Bobby
Bonilla to free agency, traded
John Smiley, and released Bill
Landrum. This year, the Pirates
have lost Barry Bonds and Doug
Drabek to free agency, traded
Jose
Lind
and
Steve
Buschele(traded during the season), and opted not to resign utility players Bob Patterson, Roger
Mason, Cecil Espy , and Gary
Varsho. It is disheartening for a
baseball fan to watch a team build
through the farm system, astute
trading, and excellent use of the
waiver wire, only to disintegrate
because of money. The money
from television has forced the
teams in the smaller markets to
become a farm system for the
teams in the larger markets.
Another influence of television
on sports occurs with the television times of World Series games.
As a kid growing up in New
York, I would run home from
school to watch the Yankees in
playoff and World Series
games(The Cubs, my favorite
team,never seemed to be playing
at this time of the season.). Over
the last 7 years, every World
Series game has been played at
night. Since the TV ratings and
money generated increase
tremendously when the game is
played at night, major league
baseball has succumbed to the

pressure of television to play
every Series ' game at night.
Because of the late hour, children
have no opportunity to watch the
game.
During the past summer, former commissioner Fay Vincent
tried to realign the baseball divisions. His proposal called for the
Cubs and Cardinals to switch to
the West, and the Braves and
Reds to move to the East.
Although it makes sense geographically, I was not in favor of

"The money from
television has
forced the teams
in the smaller
markets
to
become a farm
system for the
teams in larger
markets."
the switch. From my perspective,
if the Cubs switched divisions, it
would eliminate a great rivalry
with the Mets(My Dad still sheds
a tear about 1969). Also, it would
curtail the amount of times that I
could see my team live since the
Cubs would not come into New
York as often. Although the
Cubs blocked Vincent's plan, the
reasons provided were different
from the ones that I mentioned.
The Tribune Company, the owner
of the Cubs and owner of WGN,
the television network of the
Cubs, opposed the move because
it worried that the late starting
games on the West Coast would
interfere with their television

news. The Tribune Company
never mentioned the fans' interests for its reasons for opposing
the realignment. It will be interesting to see the influence of the
Tribune Company in the years to
come since the Company is now
televising 1/4 of the teams in
baseball(Cubs, White Sox,
Angels, Dodgers, Yankees,
Rockies, and Phillies).

COLLEGE SPORTS
In 1990, the University of
Notre Dame entered into an
exclusive television deal in which
NBC will televise Notre Dame
football games and the university
will receive $37.5 million over
the next five years. Although the
football team is thriving from the
new deal, Notre Dame's basketball team has suffered and will
continue to suffer. In college basketball, it is imperative to be in a
major conference in order to be
successful. Currently , Notre
Dame is the only major independent school and because of the
benefits that it receives from its
football situation, the school will
not join a conference. Since
ESPN televises only teams that
play in conferences, the trend is
for the top high school basketball
recruits to only play for teams
that play in conferences. If Notre
Dame joined a conference, they
would have to become a member
of the College Football
Association and thus, lose their
exclusive deal with NBC.
Because of the enormous wealth
received from the television deal
and the independence that Notre
Dame enjoys in their football
schedule, Notre Dame will not
join a conference.
Another example of the influence of television occurred when

CBS assumed total broadcasting
control of NCAA basketball tournament from ESPN. ESPN used
to cover the first round of the
tournament; ESPN' s coverage of
the first round was outstanding.
Over the last 2 years, CBS has
assumed control over the first
round and the coverage has been
abysmal. Because ESPN is a
cable network, ESPN had the
ability to jump out of games that
were not appealing in order to
bring the more exciting finish.
ESPN also does not have to worry
about commercials and covering
games in certain regional areas.
Since almost every sports fan has
ESPN or access to ESPN, the fact
that ESPN is not on regular television is not a significant issue.
The NCAA did not consider the
fan when it decided to allow CBS
to have total control over the tournament; the NCAA only considered the monetary side of the situation.

MISCELLANEOUS
The one league that has managed to keep the influence of television in perspective is the
National Basketball Association.
The NBA has managed to keep
the television influence away
from tarnishing its product. The
National Hockey League, the one
league without a major television
deal, has hired Gary Bettman as
its new Commissioner. The NHL
hired Bettman away from the
NBA in hope that Bettman can
bring the NHL the same success
as the NBA. Bettman' s primary
goal is to get a major television
deal. Hopefully, the NHL will
follow the pattern of the NBA and
not Major League Baseball.
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